
  

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                  Sean Lewis 

FRAMING WORDS / WELCOME                           Rev. Brent Damrow 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 

*HYMN    Lord, I Gladly Trust  vss. 1 & 2          see page 5 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Based on Psalm 25                Brian Farrell 

One: To you, O GOD, we lift up the spirit of our whole selves. 

All: O God, we trust unashamedly in you; seeking that you be not ashamed 

 of us; 

One: Teach us. Show us. Guide us in your paths. 

All: Grow us to know your ways more clearly. 

One: In your hands, O Lord we place our lives 

All: Knowing your forgiveness, your love, and your mercy exceed our 

 greatest failings. 

One: In the midst of my troubles – “be my strength and my shield this day.” 

All: God we gladly trust in you. 

*HYMN    Lord, I Gladly Trust  vss. 3 & 4 

The First Congregational Church, 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

July 13, 2025 10:00 a.m. 

Children start in worship.  There will be an optional activity for kids after Time 

with Children.  Nursery care is available during worship.  Today prayer 

requests can be shared verbally during worship. Alternatively, you may give 

a prayer slip to a Deacon or place it in the offering plate. 
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THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE  READING Amos 7:7-8            Drea Pecor 

This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 

plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.  And the Lord said to me, 

“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“See, I am setting a plumb line 

    in the midst of my people Israel; 

    I will spare them no longer 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Plumb Lines 

 ** Children are invited to participate in an activity. ** 

SCRIPTURE  READING Psalm 25:1-10         Patty Strauch 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

2 O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 

3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

    teach me your paths. 

5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 

8 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

9 He leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble his way. 

10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

SERMON    Remembering          Pastor Brent 

*HYMN     Just As I Am                        see page 6 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION / *WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                       Sean Lewis 

 *DOXOLOGY                          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

 One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS   

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

PRAYER RESPONSE 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

*A SPECIAL BLESSING         see page 4 

*HYMN  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life, vss. 1, 2, 3, & 6 see page 7  

INVITATIONS    

*BENEDICTION              Pastor Brent    

POSTLUDE                                 Sean Lewis 
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A SPECIAL BLESSING 

One: Loving and creating God, we give you thanks for the noble and 

 aspirational thing called church. 

All: Bless this church and all churches that we may follow the Way of 

 Christ and his commandment to love. 
 

One: God of fellowship and grace, we give you thanks for the Berkshire 

 Association and its member churches. 

All: Bless our covenant that we might be our siblings’ keeper, and that 

 through our common calling be a blessing to our communities. 
 

One: Calling and inspiring God, we give you thanks for all who have 

 stepped forward to serve the Association including those who are 

 here today. 

All: Bless the leaders and volunteers that they might accept the costs 

 and joys of discipleship on our behalf. 
 

One: God of vision and purpose, we give you thanks for the Holy Spirit. 

All: Pour it out on those who have gathered here, on the Berkshire 

 Association, and on the Church Universal that we might see your 

 vision for our world and that we might dream new dreams.   Amen 

  

Canaan Congregational Church 

Church of Christ, Mt. Washington 

Church on the Hill, Lenox 

First Congregational Church, Great 

 Barrington 

First Congregational Church, Dalton 

First Congregational Church, Lee 

First Congregational Church, North 

 Adams 

First Congregational Church, Stockbridge 

First Congregational Church, 

 Williamstown 

Monterey Church, UCC 

Old Parish, Sheffield 

Second Congregational Church, Pittsfield 

Second Congregational Church, 

 Williamstown 

UCC Pittsfield  

Churches of the Berkshire Association  
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Psalms for All Seasons (2012) 
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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 Verses    

1, 2, 3, & 6 

The Chalice Hymnal (1995) 
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Welcome!  We are Open and Affirming, which means that we invite persons of every sexual 

orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in 

the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

As followers of Christ and committed to Isaiah’s charge to “maintain justice and do what is 

right,” we acknowledge with gratitude and humility that we are learning, speaking, gathering, 

and worshiping on the ancestral homelands of the Mohican people,  who are the indigenous 

peoples of this land. Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, today their 

community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. We 

pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more 

inclusive and equitable space for all. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Church Picnic 
July 20th at 12:00 noon at Mohawk 
Lake (rain date July 27). This is a 
relaxed time of picnicking, fellowship, 
swimming, and boating for all 
members and friends of our 
congregation. (Sorry, no pets, rafts, or 
boats.) Bring food to grill for yourself, 
plus a side dish or dessert to share. 
Condiments, hot dog and burger 
buns, drinks, cutlery, paper goods, 
and a grill will be provided.  

Welcome! 

Today we welcome Rev. Cara Davis 
and Rev. Quentin Chin.  Cara serves as 
Moderator of the Berkshire Association 
and Quentin as its Registrar.  Please 
greet them warmly during fellowship 
hour before they meet with our church 
leadership.  The Berkshire Association 
guides, supports, and cares for the UCC 
churches in Berkshire County plus 
Canaan, NY.   

 

Thank you to all who helped with today’s service, including Deacons Gary 

Cilley, Elizabeth Young, and Drea Pecor; readers Brian Farrell and Patty 

Strauch; usher Ronnie Cunningham; fellowship Jo Ann Levitt and 

Elizabeth Young.  Will Curtiss is running the Livestream and Scarlett 

Ritcher is in the nursery.  Thanks to Cathy Clark for the flowers. 


