
  

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC     Prelude on “Were You There?” arr. G. Young 

FRAMING WORDS / WELCOME              Rev. Brent Damrow 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT   O Lamb of God Most Holy! vs. 1            Pew #82 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  written by Rev. Nancy J          Ronnie Cunningham 

One: Lift up your voice and call out to God. 

All: We cry out, believing that God hears us. 

One: Come together and wait for God. 

All: We come together, trusting that God is still speaking. 

One: Surely God’s presence is here with us now. 

All: We wait in hope, for God’s steadfast love lifts our hearts. 

One: Come, worship the Lord. 

All: We celebrate the power of God that restores us. 

 

 

 

 

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 

SUNDAY WORSHIP March 30, 2025 10:00 a.m. 

Children are invited to Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. returning to worship for 

Children’s Time.  Nursery care is available during worship.  We will share joys 

and concerns during worship. Prayers may instead be submitted in writing. 

Slips may be given to a deacon before worship or placed in the offering plate. 
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CONTEMPORARY READING        Ronnie Cunningham 

 The Rich Man and Lazarus, a Poem by John Newton, stanzas 3-6 

Note: the word pelf is defined as: money, especially when gained in a 
dishonest or dishonorable way. 

Let all who worldly pelf, 

And worldly spirits have, 

Observe, each for himself, 

The answer Abram gave: 

Remember, thou wast filled with good, 

While the poor beggar pined for food. 
 

Neglected at thy door 

With tears he begged his bread; 

But now, he weeps no more, 

His griefs and pains are fled: 

His joys eternally will flow, 

While thine expire in endless woe. 
 

Lord, make us truly wise, 

To choose thy peoples' lot; 

And earthly joys despise, 

Which soon will be forgot: 

The greatest evil we can fear, 

Is to possess our portion here! 

*HYMN    If I Have Been the Source of Pain, O God   See page 5 

TIME OF UNBURDENING/CONFESSION 

You are invited into a time of silent reflection and confession. Once Jack begins to 

sing, you are invited to bring your slate-colored glass bead and place it at the base 

of the cross as a symbol of your prayer.   

MUSIC   Beneath the Cross of Jesus            Jack Brown 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

*SUNG RESPONSE In the Cross of Christ I Glory, vss. 1&2         Pew hymnal #84 
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OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 In addition to the traditional offering, please put any gift to One Great 
Hour of Sharing in the envelope provided. 

OFFERTORY   By an’ By  Trad. Spiritual, arr. Burleigh        Jack Brown 

*DOXOLOGY                                            Old 100th  

Praise God throughout these forty days. 

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude, rejoicing in the 

abundance of your gifts to us.  We give these offerings in faith, trusting that 

you will provide for our needs.  We give these offerings in hope, knowing 

you can use them to spread your love in this world.  And with these 

offerings, we give ourselves; May we live with generous hearts, with open 

hands. Amen ~ written by Joanna Harader 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS             David Anderegg 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

PRAYER RESPONSE  Danish Amen 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE  READING Luke 16:19-31   (pew Bible p. 61)         Jon Geldert 

SERMON    The Time We Have                           Pastor Brent 

*HYMN    I Love to Tell the Story              See page 6 
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PRAYER OF GRATITUDE   from The Christian Brothers of the Midwest 

                          Gary Cilley 

God of the living, with all Your creatures great and small we sing Your 

bounty and Your goodness, for in the harvest of land and ocean, in the cycles 

of the seasons, and the wonders of each creature, You reveal Your generosity.  

Teach us the gratitude that dispels envy, that we may honor each gift as You 

cherish Your creation, and praise You in all times and places.  That this day 

may be holy, good and joyful: we pray in gratitude to You, O Lord. 

RESPONDING IN GRATITUDE    

Once Jack begins to sing, you may bring up your colorful glass bead and place it 

at the foot of the cross as a symbol of your gratitude.  

MUSIC   Go to Dark Gethsemane              Jack Brown 

TIME WITH CHILDREN Caring for the Least        Pastor Brent 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

*HYMN   Let There Be Light, O God of Hosts          See page 7 

INVITATIONS    

*BENEDICTION             Pastor Brent 

*SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross, verse 4               

Refrain: 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim; 
Let all the world adore that sacred name. 

4 Set up your throne, that earth's despair may cease, 

beneath the shadow of its healing peace. [Refrain] 

 

POSTLUDE  Variations on ABERYSTWYTH, arr. Linker 
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Music Notes  ~ Tracy Wilson, Minister of Music pro tem 

Today, Jack and I will be sharing more beautiful Lenten hymns during the 

service. Personally, I find the hymns during Lent some of the most powerful 

of the entire church year, both in the poetry and music.  



6 The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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Welcome!  We are Open and Affirming, which means that we invite persons of every sexual 

orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in 

the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

As followers of Christ and committed to Isaiah’s charge to “maintain justice and do what is 

right,” we acknowledge with gratitude and humility that we are learning, speaking, gathering, 

and worshiping on the ancestral homelands of the Mohican people,  who are the indigenous 

peoples of this land. Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, today their 

community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. We 

pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more 

inclusive and equitable space for all. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

This Lent we encourage you to engage a 
daily practice.  We are pleased to offer 
you two different resources.  Feel free to 
pick one or use both! 

Into the Deep is the theme for this year's 
UCC Daily Devotional.  Each day offers 
a short reading, reflection, and 
prayer.  The Devotionals are written by 
clergy and leaders within our 
denomination.  Copies are available in 
the J.E. Room or by contacting Will 
Garrison in the Church Office. 

The second resource comes from 
Brother David Steindl-Rast's website 
Grateful.org.  This Daily Practice 
encourages wholeness by discovering 
the meaning in every moment.  We will 
be using many of Brother David's 
prayers and materials in worship.  His 
books are also available to check-
out.  Both can be found in the J.E. 
Room.  The resource is also available on 
our website, in the “news” section.   

 

Thank you to all who helped with today’s service, including Deacons David 

Anderegg, Gary Cilley, and Helen McCormick; readers Ronnie 

Cunningham; usher Susan Moor; fellowship Joanne Conroy and Marion 

Pomeroy; storytellers Rich Geiler and Terry Wise.  Will Curtiss is running 

the Livestream and Scarlett Ritcher and Rae Geddes are in the nursery. 


