
  

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE                As With Gladness, Men of Old, arr. Bill Ingram         Bells 
    From Heaven Above, arr. Stokes     
    See Amid the Winter’s Snow, arr. Lloyd Larson 

FRAMING WORDS / WELCOME              Rev. Brent Damrow 

GATHERING IN WORSHIP / THE GIFT OF THE WORD 
 

*HYMN    God is Here! vss. 1 & 2              See page 4 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   by Bruce Prewer          Gary Cilley 
Most wonderful God, foolish and flawed though we are, we too delight in 

your beloved Son.  As in his name we gather in the house of many praises, 

may the heavens be opened for us, that we may catch a glimpse of that Light 

and Love that transforms our common days with a beauty not of our 

making.  Through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen! 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:1-6            Liza Catino 

SUNG RESPONSE  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness vss. 1 & 3   See page 6 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:7-20          Susan Moor 

SUNG RESPONSE  Children of God vss. 1 & 2          See page 5 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:21-22          Elizabeth Young 

Children are invited to Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. returning to worship after 

the offering.  Nursery care is available during worship; please ask an usher. 

Note:  We will lift prayers of joy and concern this morning in worship.  All 

prayers to be lifted today must be submitted in writing. Please place in the 

offering plates. 
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*SPOKEN RESPONSE by Caela Wood, pastor at the First Congregational United 

   Church of Christ, Manhattan, Kansas          Liza Catino 

One: The heavens open. The Spirit descends. 

All: Jesus emerges from the water. 

One: And a voice echoes through the blue expanse. 

All: "This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased." 

One: Jesus is named. Claimed. 

All: We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed. 

One: Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed. 

All: We come here and we are met by the one who names and claims us still. 

SERMON   Before and After                                                   Pastor Brent 

*HYMN   Shall We Gather at the River vss. 1 & 3   See page 8 

*RESPONDING AT THE RIVER written by Bruce Prewer         Elizabeth Young 

One: I believe in God who speaks through the prophets and lifts our gaze up to 

 high and beautiful paths and peaks. 

All: I believe in Christ Jesus, free of corruption yet willingly numbered 

 among the sinners, baptised in the waters of the Jordan. 

One: I believe in the Spirit who rested on Jesus like a dove, and who inspired 

 him with such love as the world has not seen before or since. 

All: I believe that those who are baptised into Christ shall share his Spirit, 

 his mission and his ultimate victory over sin and death. 

One: I believe that there is no human ability that cannot be enlarged, and no 

 weakness that cannot be used by Christ to the praise of God. 

All: I believe that this believing is a gift from God, not to be used for self-

 gratification but for the building up of the church and for humble 

 service the world 

One: I believe in myself as a baptised child of God, the recipient of a healing 

 grace which precedes and supersedes all my efforts to be true. 

All: With the help of God, I will attempt to live my belief all the days of my 

 life, and by his grace, dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Amen! 
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*SUNG RESPONSE  We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus             See page 9 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Huron Carol, arr. William Ringham   Bells 

*DOXOLOGY                  Tune: Old 100th 

Praise God for gifts of hope and peace 

Praise God for gifts of joy and love 

Praise God for sending Christ to dwell 

On earth for us – Emmanuel. Amen. 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS              David Anderegg 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

PRAYER RESPONSE  Danish Amen 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

INVITATIONS    

*HYMN    Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self Offering vss. 1 & 3    See page 10 

*BENEDICTION               Pastor Brent 

POSTLUDE    Shall We Gather at the River      Bells

   

 



4 The New Century Hymnal (1995) 

Verses   

1 & 2 



5 The New Century Hymnal (1995) 

Verses   

1 & 2 
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 

Verses   

1 & 3 
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 Verses   

1 & 3 

The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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The Faith We Sing (2000) 
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 Verses   

1 & 3 
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Music Notes   

 We welcome the beautiful music making of our bell choir who will help us 

tell the story of Jesus’ baptism and remind us of our time in the Epiphany 

season. Thank you, Mary Jo, and our wonderful ringers!  

   ~ Tracy Wilson, Minister of Music pro tem 

Thank you to all who helped with today’s service, including Deacons 

David Anderegg, Gary Cilley, and Elizabeth Young; readers Liza Catino 

and Susan Moor; ushers Carl Bradford and Don Rodgers; fellowship 

Tom Ruffing; greeter Jon Geldert; storytellers Elisabeth Bellows and 

Kirsten Fredsall.  Will Curtiss is running the Livestream, and Scarlett 

Ritcher and Rae Geddes are in the nursery. 

The Annual Budget Meeting of The First Congregational Church, 

UCC, Stockbridge, will be after the worship service on  

February 2, 2025. 

 To prepare for the meeting, there will be a Question & Answer session after 

worship on January 19. 
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Welcome!  We are Open and Affirming, which means that we invite persons of every sexual 

orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in 

the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

As followers of Christ and committed to Isaiah’s charge to “maintain justice and do what is 

right,” we acknowledge with gratitude and humility that we are learning, speaking, gathering, 

and worshiping on the ancestral homelands of the Mohican people,  who are the indigenous 

peoples of this land. Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, today their 

community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. We 

pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more 

inclusive and equitable space for all. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

News and Upcoming Events  
All-Church Birthday Party 
Sunday, January 26 - Does your birthday 
fall somewhere within the calendar year 
2025? We’re having a (potluck) party for 
you! Please sign up in the JE Room, 
or check your weekly email for an online 
form.  Please remember we cannot serve 
any food containing nuts. Would you like 
to bake a cake for our edible Parade of 
Cakes? Contact Diane Piraino or call the 
church office.  

Come join the Supper Book Club!  We are 
kicking off this new venture with former 
local pastor Mark Longhurst’s wonderful 
new book, The Holy Ordinary.  

Copies of the book are available in the 
church office. We will gather for a potluck 
meal on Wednesday January 22 at 6:00pm 
to cover the first two sections of the book. 
Give Pastor Brent a call to learn more. 

Applause is a wonderful reaction to 
events that bring us joy, and is often given 
in recognition of being entertained. In 
church, where we are worshipping God, 
however, applause can be a distraction 
from the celebration of the Holy Spirit. To 
express appreciation for music that is part 
of worship, we ask that applause be saved 
until after the postlude (when worship is 
over). 

We do encourage applause as an 
expression of joyful approval following 
some activities that occur during church 
service, such as welcoming new members, 
recognizing significant milestones 
(birthdays, anniversaries), or appreciating 
a special gift to the congregation. At these 
moments, the pastor will encourage 
applause, or ask “Do I hear an Amen?” 

We are pleased that you are with us today 
and are grateful for your presence during 
this worship service. 


