
Some Thoughts on Applause 

A central part of gathering in worship is the joy we experience in the love of 

God and neighbor.  Joy breaks forth in the welcoming of new members, in 

the singing of children, in profound musical experiences, and in many other 

ways. We hope that coming to worship brings you depth, faith, hope, love, 

truth, and joy! 

Church leadership has recently been exploring one way that joy has been 

regularly expressed during worship – applause.  Applause can be a 

wonderful way of showing joy in non-liturgical moments – such as 

welcoming new members into the congregation, acknowledging significant 

milestones (birthdays, anniversaries), or showing appreciation for a special 

gift to the congregation.  In such cases, applause is a joyful and welcome 

expression of appreciation. 

In worship, especially following music, applause can be interruptive to the 

moment or difficult for the one offering the gift, suggesting the music was a 

“performance” rather than a part of worship.  In cultural settings, applause 

is often given in recognition of being entertained or for the excellence of 

musical achievement.  In worship, music is a beautiful gift that often pushes 

us beyond itself to moments of tranquility.  Applause in these moments can 

be a distraction, so we ask that it be withheld.  

If you are bursting with joy, consider offering an “Amen” or raising your 

arms in a sign of praise.  To express appreciation for music, applause is 

better saved until after the postlude (when worship is over). We are pleased 

that you are with us today and are grateful for your presence during this 

worship service.          
12/2024 



From the Lutheran Book of Worship, published by Augsburg Publishing  House.  


