
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

GATHERING MUSIC Prelude and Fugue in C from The Well Tempered 

    Clavier by J.S. Bach              Tracy Wilson 

FRAMING WORDS / WELCOME         Pastor Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

*HYMN    Break Thou the Bread of Life       See page 7 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    Thom Sherman         David Anderegg 

One: Welcome to this place:  where children and seasoned citizens sit side by 

 side, 

All: where heaven and earth embrace in peace, where God has been, is, and 

 always will be. 

One: Welcome to this place, as we gather with all of God's children:  where we 

 find God's love, 

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

October 6, 2024—10:00 a.m. 

continued 

A reminder: children are invited to Sunday School starting at 10:00 a.m. and 

will come to worship after the offering.  Nursery care is available during the 

worship service; please ask an usher. 

Note:  We will lift prayers of joy and concern this morning in worship.  If you 

would prefer to submit a prayer to be read, please write it on one of the prayer 

slips in the folders in each pew and return it to the prayer box in the Narthex 

or give it to a Deacon before our prayer time. 
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All: where we hear the tender voice of Jesus, where the Spirit teaches us new 

 songs. 

One: Welcome to this place, where all is made ready by our God:  where we 

 bring our hunger, and find food; 

All: where we our brokenness, and find healing; where we bring our very 

 selves, and find embrace. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION / WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

*HYMN   I Come with Joy           See page 8 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 32:1-14                  Liza Catino 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 

gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, who shall go before 

us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not 

know what has become of him.’ Aaron said to them, ‘Take off the gold rings that are on 

the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.’ So all the 

people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the 

gold from them, formed it in a mould, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, ‘These 

are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ When Aaron saw 

this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow shall 

be a festival to the Lord.’ They rose early the next day, and offered burnt-offerings and 

brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up 

to revel. 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 

the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the 

way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 

worshipped it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 

you up out of the land of Egypt!” ’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, how 

stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them 

and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.’ 

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and 

with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that he 

brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of 
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the earth”? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster 

on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore 

to them by your own self, saying to them, “I will multiply your descendants like the 

stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, 

and they shall inherit it for ever.” ’ And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster 

that he planned to bring on his people. 

SERMON  Patience, Remembrance, and Change              Pastor Brent 

*HYMN  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise          See page 9 

MOMENT FOR ENGAGEMENT  Neighbors in Need    Liza Catino 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

SILENT PRAYERS / READING OF PRAYER SLIPS       Drea Pecor 

UNISON PRAYER FOR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, by Thom Shuman 

We will not find that needed justice in our apathy; we will not find that 

elusive wholeness with our quarreling; we will not find our hoped for unity 

with our doctrines; we will not find our misplaced love with our hating; we 

will not find that rest we crave in our overflowing planners; we will not find 

the peace you offer in our well nursed grudges. 

But we will find you in the brokenness of the Bread and in the breaking of 

our hearts; we will find you when we drain the Cup, refill it with our gifts, 

and offer it to a little child; we will find you when we squeeze closer 

together, making room at the Table for all your people. 

Help us to find you, God in Community, Holy in One. 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Amen, by David Anderegg 

CALL TO THE OFFERING    

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 

*DOXOLOGY          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

GATHERING AT THE TABLE  

INVITATION        Pastor Brent 

SUNG COMMUNION LITURGY              by Mark Miller 

Pastor:  We give you thanks, God of majesty and mercy, 

for the gift of creation 

the beauty and bounty of the earth 

and for the vision and promise of the day 

when sharing by all will mean scarcity for none… 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven 

and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to 

the glory of your name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

Sanctus

 

Pastor:  You are indeed holy O God of Majesty and blessed is your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Who came as the light of all people.   
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it…  
…Together as one we proclaim the great mystery of our faith. 

Memorial Acclamation    
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Pastor:  We remember the great story of this table 

That on the night where Jesus gave himself for us 

He gathered his disciples, his chosen family around him 

For the feast of the Passover…  

…Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
 

The Great Amen 

SHARING THE FEAST       Pastor Brent 

SUNG PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING          See page 10 

ACTIVE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We invite you to support our neighbors in need. This month we are supporting the 

People’s Pantry. 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
 

INVITATIONS 

*BENEDICTION                                                Pastor Brent 

*SENDING SONG   Song of Hope         See page 11 
 (John Demler will sing the verse in Spanish first. The congregation is  

  invited to sing the verse in English following.) 

POSTLUDE      Preludio in C from 18 Little Preludes and Fugues by J.S. Bach 

                   Tracy Wilson  
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 Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs (1990) 
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Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs (1990) 
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The Hymnal of the Protestant Episcopal Church  (1940) 
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  Lord’s Prayer   Mark Miller 
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The Faith We Sing (2000) 

Thank you to all who have helped with today’s service, including Deacons 

David Anderegg, Gary Cilley, and Drea Pecor; reader Liza Catino; 

fellowship Charlotte Rodgers and Jeremy Ridenour; greeter Don Rodgers; 

storytellers Kim Ruffing and Ashley Collins.  Will Curtiss is running the 

Livestream and Scarlett Ritcher is in the nursery. 
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Active Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Today we continue the practice of 

bringing food or money for a local 

pantry as an act of gratitude after 

receiving communion. We encourage 

you to bring non-perishable food and/

or money for food today for the 

People's Pantry, Great Barrington. To 

contribute by check, make it payable to 

First Congregational Church, memo 

line: People’s Pantry. To contribute by 

Venmo: FCC Stockbridge, “what's this 

for line”: People's Pantry.   

Welcome!  We are Open and Affirming, which means that we invite persons of every 

sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, 

physical ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share 

fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

As followers of Christ and committed to Isaiah’s charge to “maintain justice and do what 

is right,” we acknowledge with gratitude and humility that we are learning, speaking, 

gathering, and worshiping on the ancestral homelands of the Mohican people,  who are the 

indigenous peoples of this land. Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, 

today their community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee 

Community. We pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to 

building a more inclusive and equitable space for all. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Music Notes  ~  Tracy Wilson 
The Prelude and Fugue in C are the first 

compositions in The Well Tempered 

Clavier by J.S. Bach, which is a set of 24 

pieces (pairing a prelude and fugue) in 

all the major and minor keys, assembled 

as a collection in 1722. Well 

tempered  (or "good temperament") 

refers to a tuning system used during 

that time period. We now use the A=440 

Hz, meaning the musical note A is 

vibrating at 440 cycles per second. 

Clavier ("keyboard") is the generic name 

for a variety of keyboards, most typically 

harpsichord or clavichord, or even 

organ. 

The postlude is from a collection of Little 

Preludes and Fugues, also by J.S. Bach, 

and also in C. The offertory anthem is 

one of my favorite selections for 

Communion Sunday, written by 

American organist Harold Friedell (1905-

1958) who taught at Juilliard and Union 

Seminary. 


