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GATHERING MUSIC   

PRELUDE     This is My Father's World, arr. Penny Rodriguez  
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Each week in worship we welcome people to share their prayers.  If you 

would like for a worship leader to read your prayer, fill out a prayer slip. 

Nursery care is available during the worship service; please ask an usher. 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP   Based on Psalm 84           Sarah Conly 

One: How beautiful are the places where you dwell, O Lord! 

All: This house cannot contain your glory; 

 even the heavens are bursting with the goodness of your presence! 

One: Happy are those who find their strength in you. 

All: Hear our prayers this day, Holy God, 

 as we proclaim your praises to all the earth! 

  ~ written by Amy Loving.  Posted on The Worship Closet website. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE    

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Beauty    

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

*HYMN         All Things Bright and Beautiful     See page 5 

 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE  READING Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18           Liza Catino 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, 
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel, and they presented themselves 
before God.  And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel: Long ago your ancestors--Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor--lived 
beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 

"Now, therefore, revere the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 
away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt and serve 
the LORD. 

Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you are living, but as for me and my household, we 
will serve the LORD." 

continued 

Refrain will be sung before verse 1 and after verse 4. 
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Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods, for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in 
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed, and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples who 
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God." 

SERMON    Who will We Serve?                         Pastor Brent 

*HYMN    Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing           See page 6 

A BLESSING AT THE BEGINNING OF SERVICE 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING             Pastor Brent 

OFFERTORY    How Sweet to Reflect, by Alice Parker         Rich Geiler, tenor 

*DOXOLOGY                 Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS   

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY    Planned Giving   John Canning,  
          Tom Ruffing, Frank Russell 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS              

PRAYER RESPONSE  From A Year of Amens, by David Anderegg 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

INVITATIONS           

*HYMN    This is My Father’s World              See page 7 

*SENDING CHARGE/BENEDICTION  by Nathan Nettleton     David Anderegg 

Deacon: Hear this: the Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 

  Therefore go out into the world and love the Lord your God  

  with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, 

  and love others as you love yourself. 
continued 
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People: Blessed with God’s love we go to be that love.   

Pastor: And may God give you justice and freedom; 

  May Christ Jesus set you free for love; 

  and may the Holy Spirit go where you go 

  and protect you on your way. 

People: Take our hearts, O, God, and seal it for your very own.  

*SUNG RESPONSE  Walking Each Other Home             See insert 

POSTLUDE               This Little Light of Mine, arr. Nancy Raabe    

Music Notes   

Today's Offertory anthem is from Alice Parker's Melodious Accord: A Concert of 

Praise, and uses the hymn tune Eden of Love from Harmonia Sacra. The tenor 

soloist is reflecting on the joys that await him in heaven, the Eden of Love. 

Today's Amen comes from David Anderegg's A Year of Amens, which we will 

be doing into the Advent season. 

Thank you to Rich Geiler for providing the special music this morning! 

Tracy Wilson, Minister of Music pro tempore 

Welcome!  We are Open and Affirming, which means that we invite persons of every sexual 

orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in 

the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

As followers of Christ and committed to Isaiah’s charge to “maintain justice and do what is 

right,” we acknowledge with gratitude and humility that we are learning, speaking, gathering, 

and worshiping on the ancestral homelands of the Mohican people,  who are the indigenous 

peoples of this land. Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, today their 

community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. We 

pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more 

inclusive and equitable space for all. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 



5 

 

 

Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs (1990) 

 

*Refrain will be sung before verse 1 and after verse 4. 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) 
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The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) 
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September 1 – Outdoor Worship 
As the summer begins to give way to the Fall we will gather 
out on the lawn for worship as the new beginning of the 
program year is close at hand.   

Our text for the day is, so wonderfully, the story of Creation 
from Genesis.  Amidst the wonder of this place we will sing, 
we will pray, and we will revel in the joy of God’s abundance.  
We will also get a chance to view the spectacular work done 
on the front of the church and to the steeple. 

Feel to bring a chair that is comfortable for you or feel free to 
use the church chairs we will have out in abundance. 

 

September 8 – Rally Day 
To the sound of the choir in the loft and the children in the 
church we will once again launch the program year.  Our 
worship will center on the idea of covenant and grace and our 
time together will be full of story, re-connection, and re-
commitment. 

After worship we will enjoy a meal together outside complete 
with games, information on upcoming programs, and the 
chance to linger in the beautiful fall weather.   

Come and see.  Come and share your stories.  Come and 
remember the gift of church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


