
  

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC   

PRELUDE      This Little Light of Mine, arr. by James Pethel            Hui-Mei Lin, piano  

FRAMING WORDS / WELCOME              Rev. Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

*GATHERING SONG Sanctuary (sung twice)          See page 8 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   ~ written by Leonard Sweet, posted on Preach the Story 

 (referencing Psalm 95:6, Psalm 24:1 and Isaiah 9:2)        Liza Catino 

One: O come let us worship and lift our hearts . . . 

 Not because the world is good and last week was awesome, 

All: but because the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 

 the God of the whole Earth. 

One: O come let us worship and raise our hands . . . 

 Not because our lives are all sweetness and light, 

All: But because even those who walk in darkness 

 can see a great light, the Bright and Morning Star. 

One: O come let us worship and bow down . . .  

 Not because God gives us what we want, 

All: But because God gives us what we need – 

 the holy child Jesus, God’s Unspeakable Gift. 

Each week in worship we welcome people to share their prayers.  If you 

would like for a worship leader to read your prayer, fill out a prayer slip. 

Nursery care is available during the worship service; please ask an usher. 

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

August 11, 2024—10:00 a.m. 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE    

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Truth    

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

CONTEMPORARY READING             Cathy Clark 

Closing of Where Do We Go From Here by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted 

with the fierce urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history 

there is such a thing as being too late. Procrastination is still the thief of time. 

Life often leaves us standing bare, naked and dejected with a lost opportunity. 

The “tide in the affairs of men” does not remain at the flood; it ebbs. We may 

cry out desperately for time to pause in her passage, but time is deaf to every 

plea and rushes on. Over the bleached bones and jumbled residues of 

numerous civilizations are written the pathetic words: “Too late.” There is an 

invisible book of life that faithfully records our vigilance or our neglect. “The 

moving finger writes, and having writ moves on…” We still have a choice 

today: nonviolent coexistence or violent coannihilation. This may well be 

mankind’s last chance to choose between chaos and community. 

*HYMN       Great is Thy Faithfulness (chosen by Jeannene Booher)       See pp 4-5 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE  READING Ephesians 4:26—5:2           Ronnie Cunningham 

Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not 
make room for the devil.  Those who steal must give up stealing; rather, let 
them labor, doing good work with their own hands, so as to have something to 
share with the needy.  Let no evil talk come out of your mouths but only what 
is good for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to 
those who hear.  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you 
were marked with a seal for the day of redemption.  Put away from you all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all 

continued 
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malice.  Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God 
in Christ has forgiven you.  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 
and walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God. 

SERMON    Much at Stake            Pastor Brent 

*HYMN    Children of God                        See page 6 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING             Pastor Brent 

OFFERTORY   Thy Word is a Lamp, by Gene Bone and Howard Fenton 

                 Rich Geiler, tenor; Hui-Mei Lin, piano   

*DOXOLOGY                 Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS   

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS              

PRAYER RESPONSE  He Leadeth Me, arr. by Hal Hopson    

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

INVITATIONS           

*HYMN   Now is the Time Approaching            See page 7 

*BENEDICTION                Pastor Brent 

*SENDING SONG   Walking Each Other Home (chosen by Cathy Clark)  See insert 

 

POSTLUDE            G# minor by Sergei Rachmaninoff  

               Hui-Mei Lin, piano 
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 Great is Thy Faithfulness history ~ Peter Frost 

Thomas O. Chisholm, (1866-1960), was born in Franklin, Kentucky in a log cabin. 

He became a teacher at the age of sixteen without the benefit of a formal education. 
By the age of 21 he was the associate editor of the local newspaper. By the time he 
retired he had written over 1200 poems. These poems appeared in publications 
like Moody Monthly and Alliance Weekly. Many were set to music. 

William Marion Runyan (1870-1957), was born in New York and died 87 years later 
in Pittsburgh. By the age of twelve he was working as a substitute organist. By the 
age of 21 he was ordained a Methodist minister later turning to evangelism.  

According to hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck, Thomas Chisholm set a number of his 

poems to music by the Rev. Runyan. Runyan wrote: This particular poem held such an 
appeal that I prayed most earnestly that my tune might carry over its message in a worthy 
way, and the subsequent history of its use indicates that God answered prayer.   

George Beverly Shea, the famous singer known for his work with the Billy Graham 
Crusade introduced this hymn at evangelical meetings in 1954 and it quickly 
became a favorite. 



6 The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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Please join the celebration!  During Fellowship Hour next Sunday, August 
18, we will thank Peter Frost and Hui-Mei Lin (Fimi) for their beautiful gifts 
of music to the church over the past two years. 

Welcome!  We are Open and Affirming, which means that we invite persons of every sexual 

orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical 

ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share fully in 

the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

As followers of Christ and committed to Isaiah’s charge to “maintain justice and do what is 

right,” we acknowledge with gratitude and humility that we are learning, speaking, gathering, 

and worshiping on the ancestral homelands of the Mohican people,  who are the indigenous 

peoples of this land. Despite tremendous hardship in being forced from here, today their 

community resides in Wisconsin and is known as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community. We 

pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more 

inclusive and equitable space for all. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

(sung twice) 

The Faith We Sing (2000) 


