
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                  Peter Frost 

PRELUDES  For All The Saints, Sine Nomine, by R. Vaughn Williams  

    A Blessing, by Gerald Peterson       Peter Frost, organ 

    Hymn of Thanksgiving Old Dutch Folk Song         Bell Choir 

FRAMING WORDS              Pastor Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT / TIME OF GRATITUDE  

*GATHERING SONG Jesus Loves the Little Children (sung twice) 

Jesus loves the little children  

All the children of the world  

They are cause of such delight  

They are precious in His sight   

Jesus love the little children of the world.   

Each week in worship we welcome people to share their prayers.  If you like 

for a worship leader to read your prayer, please fill out a prayer slip. 

For those worshipping at home: you are invited to text the names of those 

attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you.  Please also include 

prayers of joys and concerns as we will name them in worship.  

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 

November 12, 2023—10:00 a.m. 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from the Worship Blogspot   

One:  Come! Come and worship, you who woke early and you who slept late; 

All: You who come often, and you who don’t. 

One: Whether we are first or last or somewhere in between, 

All: there is room for all of us in God’s kingdom, and more than enough 

 grace to go around. 

One: Come beloved children of God 

All: We come to worship God together! 

 *PASSING OF THE PEACE                                Pastor Brent     

TIME WITH CHILDREN     

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

   Children may go to music / story time. 

CONTEMPORARY READING from Life of the Beloved by Henry Nouwen 

Listening to that voice with great inner attentiveness, I hear at my center words that say: 

“I have called you by name, from the very beginning. You are mine and I am yours. You 

are my Beloved, on you my favor rests. I have molded you in the depths of the earth 

and knitted you together in your mother’s womb. I have carved you in the palms of my 

hands and hidden you in the shadow of my embrace. I look at you with infinite 

tenderness and care for you with a care more intimate than that of a mother for her 

child. I have counted every hair on your head and guided you at every step. Wherever 

you go, I go with you, and wherever you rest, I keep watch. I will give you food that 

will satisfy all your hunger and drink that will quench all your thirst. I will not hide my 

face from you. You know me as your own as I know you as my own. You belong to me. 

I am your father, your mother, your brother, your sister, your lover, and your 

spouse...yes, even your child...wherever you are I will be. Nothing will ever separate us. 

We are one.” 

*HYMN    Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                See page 5 
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WELCOME              Pastor Brent 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

 Remember to place your prayer slips in the offering plates if you would 

 like them lifted. They will be read as written.  

OFFERTORY      Come Ye Thankful People Come, by Elvey         Bell Choir 

*DOXOLOGY          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Hosea 11:1-11           Ronnie Cunningham 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

   and out of Egypt I called my son. 

The more I called them, 

   the more they went from me; 

they kept sacrificing to the Baals, 

   and offering incense to idols. 

Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 

   I took them up in my arms; 

   but they did not know that I healed them. 

I led them with cords of human kindness, 

   with bands of love. 

I was to them like those 

   who lift infants to their cheeks. 

   I bent down to them and fed them. 

They shall return to the land of Egypt, 

   and Assyria shall be their king, 

   because they have refused to return to me. 

The sword rages in their cities, 

   it consumes their oracle-priests, 

   and devours because of their schemes. 

My people are bent on turning away from 

me. 

   To the Most High they call, 

   but he does not raise them up at all. 

How can I give you up, Ephraim? 

   How can I hand you over, O Israel? 

How can I make you like Admah? 

   How can I treat you like Zeboiim? 

My heart recoils within me; 

   my compassion grows warm and tender. 

I will not execute my fierce anger; 

   I will not again destroy Ephraim; 

for I am God and no mortal, 

   the Holy One in your midst, 

   and I will not come in wrath. 

They shall go after the Lord, 

   who roars like a lion; when he roars, 

   his children shall come trembling from the 

west. 

They shall come trembling like birds from 

Egypt, 

   and like doves from the land of Assyria; 

   and I will return them to their homes, says 

the Lord. 
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SERMON    Fierce Love’s Call                  Pastor Brent 

*HYMN          Great is Thy Faithfulness      See pages 6-7 

                  or pew hymnal #276 

OFFERING OUR COMMITMENTS AND OUR GIFTS 

ACT OF CONSECRATION Be Thou My Vision, Irish Folk Tune 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS 

PRAYER RESPONSE        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, by J. Wyeth 1813 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

INVITATIONS                           Pastor Brent 

SENDING CHARGE    adapted from the Narrative Lectionary             

Faithful God, you have continued to love your people despite the times 

when we are unfaithful.  Receive our thanks for never giving up on us.  Send 

us forth with your grace.   

*HYMN    Community of Christ                          See page 8 

*BENEDICTION                          Pastor Brent 

 

POSTLUDE            We Gather Together, arr. by Krug 

Food and drink for Fellowship Hour are in the small conference room.  

 

Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of 

every sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, 

age, physical ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share 

fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

  
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 
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Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs (1990) 



7 

  

News and Announcements 

Health and Mutual Care 
As we approach fall and winter, we are 

providing a space in the west side of the 

sanctuary where masking is required.  

Ask a Deacon for assistance or contact 

the church office with questions. 

   

Office Closed Monday, Nov 13  

Blessing for Rev. Barb Kershner, who       

 will be preaching Nov 19 

Thanksgiving Day worship 10:30am 

Thanksgiving Dinner  11:30 (approx.) 

Advent begins, Nov 26  

Advent crafts & potluck lunch, Dec 3 

 

 

Clergy Wellness Retreat 

Wednesday, Nov 15 

The entire church building will be in use 

for a Southern New England UCC 

pastors meeting. 

 

Christmas Choir! 
Would you like to sing Christmas Eve? 

If you are a chorister who is currently 

unable to sing in our church choir, but 

you love to sing Christmas music, please 

join us. Rehearsals start November 19.  

See Peter Frost about rehearsal schedule.    
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The New Century Hymnal (1995) 


