
  

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING   A Lenten Suite, by Charles Callahan  Tracy Wilson, organ 

PRELUDE    O For a Thousand Tongues, arr. Krug          Bell Choir 

FRAMING WORDS        Rev. Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

INVOCATION   written by Rev. Mindi 

TIME OF SILENCE/BRINGING IN OF THE LIGHT 

READING   Matthew 4:1-11          Miles Wheat 

*HYMN   O Love, How Deep, vss. 1 & 2          See page 6 

 

 

 

For those worshipping at home: you are invited to text the names of those 

attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you.  Please also include 

prayers of joys and concerns as we will name them in worship.  

For those in church: Masks are optional, but masking is always welcome. The 

balcony and a section of the first floor are designated as masking required.   

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 26, 2023—10:00 a.m. 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP            Miles Wheat 

One: The Season of Lent sets us on a journey. 

All: The Journey of Lent begins in the wilderness. 

One: We follow the ways of Jesus who faced trials, trouble, temptation and 
 testing in the wilderness. 

All: Like Jesus, we are not alone.  The Holy Spirit is with us. 

One: Like Jesus, we are called to trust in God alone and follow God’s will in all 
 things. 

All: For God leads us not only into the wilderness but through the 
 wilderness. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      Rev. Damrow 

CHILDRENS TIME   

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

SUNG RESPONSE  The Old Rugged Cross, vs. 1 

 vs. 1 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

   The emblem of suffering and shame; 

   And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

   For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 refrain  So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

   Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

   I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

   And exchange it some day for a crown 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GIVING THANKS FOR THE MUSICAL MINISTRY OF JILL WHEAT 

LITANY 

KID’S ANTHEM  Draw the Circle Wide 

 Congregation sings refrain:  

  Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still 

  Let this be our song: no one stands alone standing side by side 

  Draw the circle wide. 
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OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 
 Remember to place your prayer tags in the offering plates if you would like 
 them lifted. They will be read as written. You may also place your prayers 
 directly on the prayer tree after worship. 

OFFERTORY     Ah, Holy Jesus, arr. Connor                   Bell Choir 

*DOXOLOGY                                            Old 100th  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;   

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;   

One God, Triune, whom we adore.     

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

God of the wilderness, your Spirit leads us to face the truth, 

unprotected and exposed: in all our times of life.  In this moment we 

overcome the temptation to keep and instead give – giving both who 

we are and what we have.   

Meet us here in the wilderness.  Bless all that we present.  Shine 

before us the light of Christ.  Empower us with the strength of the 

Spirit.  Bring us home to your loving arms.   

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING based on Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7         Don Eaton 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the 

garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 

the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 

had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in 

the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees 

in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 

middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent 

continued 

Children are invited to take part in Sunday School classes.

Children are invited to take part in Sunday School classes. 
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said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your 

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when 

the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 

ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then 

the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

REFLECTION   Lent: A Season of Freedom and Choice       Rev. Damrow 

*HYMN    God Marked a Line and Told the Sea         See page 7 

OFFERING OURSELVES 

TIME OF SILENCE 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

PRAYER RESPONSE    

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 

*INVITATIONS             Rev. Damrow 

*HYMN    What Wondrous Love is This                           See page 8 

*COMMITMENT written by St. Benedict (489-543)  

Almighty God, give us wisdom to perceive you, 

intellect to understand you, 

diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you, 

eyes to behold you, a heart to meditate upon you 

and life to proclaim you, 

through the power of the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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*BENEDICTION                   Rev. Damrow 

BRINGING OF THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD/TIME OF SILENCE 

 

 

POSTLUDE    It is Well with My Soul, arr. Thompson          Bell Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of 

every sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural 

identity, age, physical ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family 

structure to share fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s 

life in Christ. 

The Rev. Brent Damrow, Pastor  

Peter Frost, Minister of Music 

Will Garrison, Administrator   

Marion Pomeroy, Financial Secretary 

Will Curtiss and Will Pohl, Livestream Technicians 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Music notes 

We selected Draw the Circle Wide today to honor Jill, who taught the Kids 
Choir this piece. It perfectly exemplifies Jill: bringing her gift of music-
making to the kids of this church and creating a wider circle for them and all 
of us.       

  ~ Tracy Wilson 
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Verses  

1 & 2 
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