
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC   This Little Light of Mine    (see Music Notes, p. 8)  

FRAMING WORDS        Rev. Brent Damrow 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

INTROIT   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  
           Words and arr., Thomas A. Dorsey 

*GATHERING UNISON PRAYER  inspired by Matthew 5: 13-16 

God of mystery and of judgment, who has made us to be salt and light 

in a tasteless, shadowed world, guide us in this time of worship. 

Grant us understanding and spiritual discernment 

so that others may see your good works through us,  

give you the glory, and be moved to serve you. Amen. 

  ~ from Caldwell United Methodist Church, caldwellumc.org  

For those worshipping at home: you are invited to text the names of those 

attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you.  Please also include 

prayers of joys and concerns as we will name them in worship.  

Today we will be only lifting up the prayers written on the paper tags. 

**Note – on communion Sundays, we invite our children to begin in Sunday 

School so that they can return to the Sanctuary for Communion.** 

The First Congregational Church 

of the United Church of Christ 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 5, 2023—10:00 a.m. 
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 *HYMN     Arise, Your Light is Come      Ruth Duck 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: God sends light to us this day 

 and invites us to meet one another in this light. 

All: Light breaks forth like the dawn, 

 drawing us into relationship with one another. 

One: Humble yourselves for the worship of God, 

 that you may be empowered to serve. 

All: God calls us to trust with steady hearts 

 and to serve with righteous compassion. continued 
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One: Seek not for lofty words of wisdom, 

 but for powerful demonstrations of God’s way. 

All: God makes us to be the salt of the earth 

 and lights to show God’s works to the world. 

     ~ from the website of the State College Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE        Rev. Damrow 

WELCOME 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

CALL TO THE OFFERING        Rev. Damrow  

OFFERTORY    Consolation #3 in Db Major by Franz Liszt     Hui-Mei Lin, piano   

*DOXOLOGY          Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 

THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:13-20   

SERMON    Trust            Rev. Damrow 

*HYMN      If You But Trust in God to Guide You, vss. 1 & 3         See page 5 

OFFERING OURSELVES 

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS 

PRAYER RESPONSE   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

 

 

Children are invited to take part in Sunday School classes.
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GATHERING AT THE TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE            Rev. Damrow 

SHARING THE STORY  

BLESSING THE FEAST   

SHARING THE MEAL 

SUNG PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING            See page 6 

ACTIVE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We invite you to give to your local food pantry.  You can also leave canned 

goods and staples for the People’s Pantry in the baskets at each exit. 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
 

*INVITATIONS           Rev. Damrow 

*HYMN  You Are Salt for the Earth, O People  vss. 1 & 2                See page 7 

*BENEDICTION     

     

POSTLUDE   Toccata in C Major by Pachelbel  

 

 

 

Annual Budget Meeting 

 For those in church, grab a cup of coffee and a snack and 

return for the sanctuary for the Annual Budget Meeting. 

 For those at home, return to the Livestream webpage and click 

the link to join via Zoom. 

 

 

 

  
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Verses  

1 & 3 
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Sung Lords Prayer        Mark Miller  
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Verses  

1 & 2 
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Welcome!  We are an Open and Affirming Church which means that we invite persons of 

every sexual orientation, gender identification and expression, racial and cultural identity, 

age, physical ability, economic circumstance, faith background and family structure to share 

fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

The Rev. Brent Damrow, Pastor  

Peter Frost, Minister of Music 

Will Garrison, Administrator   

Marion Pomeroy, Financial Secretary 

Will Curtiss and Will Pohl, Livestream Technicians 

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Music Notes 

Consolation in Db Major by Franz Liszt was published in 1850, a year 

after Chopin died. It is widely believed that Liszt wrote this piece as a 

tribute to Chopin in the style of his Db Major Nocturne. 

During the Gathering Music this morning, I will play two versions of 

"This Little Light of Mine" in honor of Black History Month, as well as 

mirroring our reading from Matthew. The first version you will hear is 

the one all of us were taught as children. This is assumed to be 

an African-American spiritual. In fact, in most publications this is the 

credit given. Today however, Henry Dixon Loes (1892-1965) is believed 

to have written it. Loes was a church music director and evangelist.  

The second version I will play is a Spiritual and of the two, my favorite. 
 

      ~ Peter Frost 


