
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

Note: Candle stations are available at the back of the Sanctuary to use during worship to 

lift up a prayer when/as needed.  Please observe social distancing. 

 
GATHERING MUSIC         Now All the Woods Are Sleeping      
                  arr. F. Fram & C. Callahan 

               Ron Hanft, organ; Nellie Rustick, soprano 

            Now all the woods are sleeping… 

 and cities pause to rest. 

            Let us, with coldness 'round us… 

 sing praise to God who loves us best.  

FRAMING WORDS                    Rev. Brent Damrow 

 
     

For those worshipping at home: you are invited to text the names of those 

attending to 413-644-6435 that we might welcome you.  You may also include 

prayers of joys and concerns that will be lifted later in worship.   

For those in church: remember that masks, covering nose and mouth, are 

required for everyone over the age of two. Thanks! 

The First Congregational Church 
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GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
*All who are able, please stand. 

INTROIT    Come Sing to God, verse 1            Nellie Rustick 

Come sing to God, O living saints, sing praises to God’s name. 

God’s anger is not permanent, God’s love will never wane. 

Though tears may tarry for the night with sighs of deepest pain, 

Yet joy comes with the morning sun, a peace that is not vain. 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION                            

God of justice and mercy, draw near us on this day as we gather in your 

holy house to be transformed by your grace.  Help us on this day to see 

your image in the face of everyone we see.  Inspire our worship, embolden 

our hearts, and transform our living that your kingdom might be revealed 

in our midst.  Help us to see the new beginnings that you offer to us with 

each new breath.  We pray all this in the name of the one we follow.  Amen 

 *HYMN   This is a Day of New Beginnings                See page  7 

*CALL TO WORSHIP by Joan Stott, based on Psalm 30:4-5       Donna Jacobs 

One:  We gather to praise and honour the Lord, our Saving God. 
 Today, we sing our reverent thanks to our loving God. 
All: As individuals and as a community, we praise and thank 

 our God for giving us a sense of healing and wholeness. 
 

One: When we cried out to you in our sorrow and despair, 
 you turned our night-time grief into morning’s joy. 
All: Listening God, we rejoice in the security you give us, 

 because of your past mercy and goodness towards us. 
 

One: O Lord our God, we will thank you always and forever. 
 We will not be silent! Your love for us is so wonderful! 
All: Holy God, you have turned our sorrows into gladness, 

 and our despair into joy. O God, how great is your love! Amen. 

WELCOME       Rev. Damrow and Donna Jacobs 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                     Rev. Damrow 
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THE GIFT OF THE WORD 

STORY   Galatians 3:28            Rev. Damrow 

TIME WITH CHILDREN          

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our God, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen.    

SCRIPTURE READINGS   

Amos 5:24 

But let justice roll down like waters,  
   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

Isaiah 40:4-5 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
   and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  

READING FROM OUR TIMES  

  Excerpt from the letter from the Birmingham Jail                   

SERMON     Strength                        Rev. Damrow 

*HYMN   Let Justice Flow like Streams                             See page 8 

 

 OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS     

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS              Rev. Damrow  

PRAYER RESPONSE  Come Sing to God, verse 4           Nellie Rustick 

You change my grief to joy filled dance, my sorrows you destroy. 

In faithfulness you hear my cry and fill my life with joy. 

And so to you my heart shall sing, my voice your goodness raise. 

You are my god, for ever more, my life shall sing your praise. 
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CALL TO THE OFFERING              Rev. Damrow 

       You are invited to leave your offering in the donation box after worship.                            

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Every Valley Shall Rise (Isaiah 40: 4-5),  B. Burroughs  
              Nellie Rustick, soprano 

Every valley will rise to even ground, every mountain will be low to the plane. 

The crooked paths will be made straight before my eyes, and the rough places 

 smooth. 

For the mouth of the Lord has given the Word!  And it shall be done! 
 

*DOXOLOGY                   Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.   

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS        

One: Compassionate God, thank you that you are our strength and our song, 

 you fill our hearts with joy.  

All: May we give our offerings to you with gladness and joy.  

One: Everything we have belongs to you and we rejoice to give some of your 

 abundant gifts back to you.  

All: Bless the tithes and offerings we give today.  

One: Let the majesty of our God be the light that guides us, the compassion of 

 the Son be the love that inspires us and the presence of the Spirit be the 

 power that empowers us.  

All: Amen 
  

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
 

*INVITATIONS                                  Rev. Damrow 
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*SENDING CHARGE 
One:    Now, go forth from this place with renewed inspiration to do the work of 

 God.  Seek good, not evil, love goodness, and establish justice. 

All:    This the greatest offering we can make; letting justice roll down like 

 waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

One:     Go knowing that you go with and in a great line of faithful and that your 

 toil is never in vain. 

All:  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Amen. 

 Adapted from a benediction by Phyllis Tenney of the Church of the Brethren.  

*HYMN       God of Change and Glory   

Nellie Rustick will begin by singing the refrain to teach the congregation the 
tune.  She will then sing the verses; congregation sings the refrain. 

       1.  God of change and glory, God of time and space, 

       When we fear the future, give to us your grace. 

       In the midst of changing ways, give us still the grace to praise. 

 Refrain 
 

          2.  God of many colors, God of many signs, 

          You have made us different, blessing many kinds. 

          As the old ways disappear, let your love cast out our fear. 

 Refrain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

*BENEDICTION                Rev. Damrow 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE      Trumpet Tune in B Flat, David Blackwell   Ron Hanft, organ 
 
               

  

We welcome our visitors this morning.  We are an Open and Affirming Church which 

means that we invite persons of every sexual orientation, gender identification and 

expression, racial and cultural identity, age, physical ability, economic circumstance, faith 

background and family structure to share fully in the  ministry, leadership and fellowship 

of this congregation’s life in Christ. 

 

The Rev. Brent Damrow, Pastor  

Will Garrison, Administrator  |  Ron Hanft, Financial Secretary  

Diego Salinetti, Livestream Technician  

 (413) 298-3137  |  office@stockbridgeucc.org  |  stockbridgeucc.org 
 

 

 All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723107 

Mark your calendars: 
 

• The 2021 financial reports and 2022 proposed budget will be sent out via 

email on Monday, January 24.  Printed copies available in the office. 
 

• Immediately following worship on January 30, there will be a Q & A session 

about the 2022 budget, in person and on Zoom.   
 

• The Annual Budget Meeting will be held February 6 at 11:00am.   
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